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NEWS RELEASE
YELLOW SPRINGS PLAYWRIGHT WILL OPEN FIRST FULL-SCALE PRODUCTION
OF PSYCHOLOGICAL DRAMA AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio -After 10 years of read.ings that have taken him from New York to
California, Yellow Springs playwright Tony Dallas will finally launch the first full-scale
production of When She Was God Jan. 19 at the University of Dayton.
The intense psychological drama, which revolves around the compelling relationship
between a clinical psychologist and the disturbed young artist in her care, will play at 8 p.m.
Jan. 19, 20, 25, 26 and 27 and at 7 p.m. Jan. 21 in the Kennedy Union Boll Theatre. Tickets are
$8 and available by calling the theater box office at (937) 229-2545. The play is designed for
mature audiences only.
Dallas, a Yellow Springs native who has written four full-length plays and several oneacts, was commissioned to create a new show by the Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati in 1989.
Eleven years later, When She Was God is a much different play than was first written, Dallas
said.
'

"I've been working on the script off and on since the beginning, and it's evolved with
some major turns as it's gone through readings in Cincinnati, Detroit, New York, Los Angeles
and locally at the Human Race Theatre," he said. "Now, as it's being mounted for the first
time, it's a much different play and, I think, a better play than the original."
The story follows Magda, a 30-year old female artist who has attempted suicide and is
recovering in the care of her "50-something" therapist, Judith, in a psychiatric hospital. In spite
of Magda's abusive, subversive and uncooperative behavior, Judith persists in working to
discover the keys to her patient's actions- secrets which will eventually reveal the traumas
that robbed Magda of her identity.
While that story line remained fairly constant as the play evolved, the dynamic of the
relationship between the two women changed dramatically, Dallas said. "The major change
comes in the form of Judith's growing dependence on Magda for her own transformation, for the
pursuit of her own inner self. As she works with her young patient, the therapist's own wounds,
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which have worked their way into her subconscious, start to be revealed. The two women
become dependent on one other as they search for something- they won't know what for a
while- but their relationships guides them."
Darrell Anderson, director of UD's theater program, said he's delighted the show will
make its debut on campus. "We are very pleas~d to be the first to present this compelling,
highly theatrical piece. It's always exciting to b~ working on a script that has not been produced
before."
Anderson said his longstanding working relationship with Dallas adds an extra element
of excitement to producing When She Was God, which he described as "an exceptional piece of
theater. That is true not only because of the subject matter, but because the play utilizes the
many opportunities for technical exploration that live theater offers," he said. "Since many
scenes in the production enter into the surreal aspects of human experience, there is a greater
dependence on lighting, sound and staging than we would normally expect, and this contributes
to a more dynamic, provocative performance than usual- one that hopefully will stretch the
audience's sensibilities as good theater should."
Guest artist Nancy Kammer, artistic director of the Boar's Head Theatre in Lansing,
Mich., and who has coordinated and directed several readings of the show, will take the part of
Judith. University of Dayton theater students will fill the remaining roles, including senior Sarah
Lamb as Magda and freshman Katie Compton as Magda as a child.
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For media interviews, call Darrell Anderson at (937) 229-3905, Tony Dallas at (937) 767-1067
and Nancy Kammer at {937) 767-2154.

